
BANANACOAST ULTRAMARATHONS - RESULTS 10 MAY 2009. 

 

It has been said that it only takes one starter to make an event and two to make a race. On 

Sunday the Bananacoast Ultramarathons went one better with three starters. The equal 

smallest field to contest the event still managed to provide a slice of history as the three 

runners set and reset goals on the Orara Way from Coffs to Grafton. Or more accurately for 

two of the protagonists on the journey to Lanitza. 

 

Only one runner, the indomitable Kelvin Marshall, made it all the way to the Crown Hotel 

finish line. Finishing his 218
th

 Ultramarathon. Marshall established his dominance early, 

charging ahead from the start to leave  the other runners, Rodney Ladyman from Brisbane 

and Bruce Webber from Coffs Harbour to keep each other company. For Marshall it was his 

sixth finish in the Bananacoast event and his fifth victory. He now has the distinction of 

having been the winner the only time the race was held on an out-and-back course and the 

only time only one runner made the entire 83 kilometres journey. 

 

His time of  7 hours 17 minutes 35 seconds was a virtuoso performance. He only realized that 

his rivals were no longer pursuing him when Rodney Ladyman caught up to him riding in his 

car. Marshall was already in South Grafton by that time.  

 

Apart from the satisfaction of the victory, somewhat muted by the lack of others to share the 

podium, the Gold Coast resident was pleased with the training effect of the run as he prepares 

for a second tilt at the Badwater 135 miles race across Death Valley in the U.S.A. later in our 

winter but in their summer. 

 

Both of the other runners were also looking for the added spice of competition as they 

prepared for longer races later this year so were quite content with their efforts on the day. 

Ladyman reached the Lanitza service station in 6.27.00 while  Webber made it there in 

6.48.19. The pair had run together for the first 40kms before Webber backed off the pace to 

save himself for another day. Ladyman will line up, once again with Marshall , in the more 

popular Glasshouse Mountains Ultramarathons next weekend.  
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Race Organiser 

   

 


